
We all know and use search engines like Google, Bing and Yahoo!
But how did it start and when were these tools developed? In this
infographic you see a timeline with many search engines in it. 

Some of them are still active, some of them didn't survive. In the
PDF-file click on the logos to go to the search engine.
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Largest Chinese search engine founded by Robin Li & Eric Xu.

2002
Created by Matt Wells, a New Mexico Tech graduate. Gigablast is
a free and open-source web search engine and directory. It is an
independent engine and web crawler based in New Mexico.

2008
Duckduckgo created by Gabriel Weinberg. Focused on privacy. The
company name is a reference to the children's game duck, duck,
goose.

Google was launched by Larry Page and Sergey Brin. It all started in a
garage. It is still active.

2002
Search engine focused on privacy. It was based on the metasearch
engine Ixquick founded by David Bodnick in 1998.
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1990
Archie can be considered to be the first search engine. It was written by
computer science students Alan Emtage, Bill Heelan and J. Peter Deutsch
of the McGill University in Montreal.

1993
Aliweb was  a web search engine created by Martijn Koster.  It depended on
website owners who could register their websites.

1994
Yahoo! was founded by Jerry Yang and David Filo. It was a popular web
directory and became one of the first successful search engines later!

Lycos started as a research project of Michael Loren Mauldin of the
Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh.

AltaVista was a Web search engine. It became one of the most-used
early search engines, but lost ground to Google and was purchased by
Yahoo! in 2003. On July 8, 2013, the service was shut down by Yahoo!
and since then the domain has redirected to Yahoo!'s own search site.

Dogpile is a meta search engine, which uses results from other search
engines. At the time it used Lycos, Yahoo and other search engines. The
site was created and developed by Aaron Flin. It is still active.

A search engine that could answer questions. It was founded in 1996 by
Garrett Gruener and David Warthen in Berkeley, California.

The largest Russian search engine. Its development started in 1993 by
Arkady Volozh and Ilya Segalovich.

Exalead was founded by François Bourdoncle and Patrice Bertin.

Yippy is a metasearch engine that groups search results into clusters. It
was originally developed by Carnegie Mellon University researchers
under the name Clusty. Powered by IBM Watson.

Gibiru is a search engine that is also focused on privacy. It doesn't have a
an article in Wikipedia. 

Bing is a web search engine owned and operated by Microsoft. The
service has its origins in Microsoft's previous search engines: MSN
Search, Windows Live Search and later Live Search.

Ecosia is a search engine based in Berlin, Germany, that donates
80% or more of its profits to nonprofit organizations that focus
on reforestation. Ecosia's search results are now provided by Bing.
Founded by  Christian Kroll. Wolfram|Alpha answers all kind of questions. It can even solve

mathematical equations. Wolfram is founded by Stephen Wolfram, a
British-American computer scientist, physicist, and businessman,
well-known for constructing Mathematica.

Qwant is a French web search engine, launched in July 2013 and
operated from Paris. The company was founded in February 2011
by Jean-Manuel Rozan, a financier; Éric Leandri, a specialist
in computer security; and Patrick Constant, a search engine expert.

Swisscows is a web search engine launched in 2014, a project of
Hulbee AG, a company based in Egnach, Switzerland.

British search engine founded by Fred Cornell (ex-Yahoo!) and Rob
Perin (ex-BlackBerry). Oscobo does not build a user profile, so
privacy is high valued.

Ekoru was started by Ati Bakush, an Australian software
professional. It raises money to help protecting and cleaning the
oceans.

Yessle is a new independent search engine in development. It is
created by Jesse Dorrestijn from the Netherlands.

Infographic designed  in 2020 by Jesse Dorrestijn with a tool from canva.com.

Main sources: Wikipedia and the websites of the listed  search engines.

1999
Microsofts MSN Search (now Bing), a dedicated search engine, launched in
1999.
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